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The parlor at Hawks Inn now displays seven forms of lighting in use during the 1846 to 1864 time period when 
the Stagecoach Inn was active. Some of these types of lighting continued in use, overlapping newer inventions or 
improvements and adapting to different burning fluids in a quest for a cheaper alternative.
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Astral

Candle

Solar

Whale Oil
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Candles were most commonly made of beef tallow or beeswax, usually 
homemade in molds or hand-dipped.

The Argand lamp was invented in 1780 but continued in use well into 
the 19th century. The lamp featured a center draft round wick burner using a 
gravity fed whale oil or vegetable oil as fuel.

After 1810, lamps were developed using one to four tubular wicks. They 
burned whale oil and were in use for many years.

In the 1820s, an improvement using the Argand principle was developed. 
It was called the Astral or Sinumbra lamp and used an oil fount in the 
form of a ring to support the shade. The burner was suspended in this ring 
to eliminate the shadow below the fount. Prisms were mounted below the 
shade to help reflect the light.

The 1830s produced a new cheaper burning fluid called Camphene 
(turpentine, alcohol and camphor). A special burner was developed to burn 
this volatile mixture. Those that tried to use camphene without this special 
burner ran the risk of exploding the lamp, sometimes fatally.

Another improvement on the Argand lamp was introduced in the 1840s. 
It used lard oil as a burning fluid. This required an oil fount that surrounded 
the wick tube which heated the lard oil, making the oil more liquified. This 
lamp was called a Solar lamp and it is our latest acquisition thanks to a 
grant from the Wisconsin Antiquarian Society.

In the 1850s, coal oil and kerosene were developed from oil shale and 
crude oil that bubbled up from the ground. In 1859 the first oil well was 
drilled and kerosene quickly became the cheapest burning fluid. Flat 
wick as well as center draft burners were used with the oil fount mounted 
below the burner, with capillary action bringing kerosene to the burner. At 
this point, many of the older forms of lighting were converted to kerosene.

All seven of these forms of lighting are exhibited in the front parlor at Hawks Inn. 
Additional information can be found in our reference library in the lower level of the Delafield 
History Center, adjacent to the Inn.                  Ron Christman, Hawks Inn Curator

Become a Hawks Inn Friend and donate. 
Your donation will help preserve the Hawks Inn and Delafield History’s educational and 
cultural opportunities we offer for all.. You may mail a check to: P.O. Box 180104 Delafield, WI 
53018 or donate through our website by PayPal or credit card:.https://hawksinn.org
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Lighting the Inn in mid 19th century 
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December 3 Christmas in the Inn (3 pm.)..............................................................................................................................
January 8 Sunday Seminar - Art Dealers discuss current exhibit of ...................................................................................
Regionalism in the 20th Century (3 p.m). Exhibit open History Center hours and  Sundays 11 to 4 until January 28. 
January 28 Final day of the current art exhibit......................................................................................................................
February 5 Sunday Seminar - Cooking with cast iron and using historic recipes (3 p.m.).................................................
March 5 Sunday Seminar - Ingrain carpet display and fashions of the Hawks Inn era ( 3  p.m.).......................................

Hawks Inn’s treasured collection of ingrain carpets 
When  you visit the inn, you can see these ingrain carpet patterns in five of the 

upstairs rooms and one downstairs. An ingrain carpet is a flat, woven, wool carpet 
made of yarn that is dyed before weaving. The wool is then woven on a jacquard 
loom accommodating up to six colored weft threads. It is woven to show a different 
pattern on each side, as a result it is reversible. Wall to wall ingrain carpet and a 
matching carpet runner were popular in middle-class homes in 18th and 19th century 
America. In many middle class homes of the 1800s at least one room had ingrain 
carpet and a carpet runner in the halls or on the stairs. 
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