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Much attention has been paid to 
Nelson P. Hawks, innkeeper, but what of 
his wife, Hannah? She managed the day 
to day care of the inn, prepared meals 
daily for her family and staff, and made 
sure the food and beds were ready for 
the arrival of the stagecoaches on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.

We know many details about the 
operation of the Inn because the son, 
Nelson C.Hawks, not only kept 
contemporaneous diaries, but years later 
wrote extensive memoirs to his sister 
Frances. The Wisconsin and California 
Historical Societies hold the originals.

Over the past months, curator Ron 
Christman and volunteers have 
rearranged the kitchen to reflect more 
accurately how Hannah may have used it.

This area features a pie safe, 
seasonings and drying herbs.

Welcome to Hannah’s Kitchen

The cast iron stove and collection of 
Rockingham glaze stoneware.

The fireplace bread baking alcove, dry 
sink and storage for iron pots.

Hannah made candles for the 
Territorial Legislature in 1847.

Other meal preparation needs 
include a bucket bench with crocks.



Become a Friend & Donate
Your donation will help preserve the Hawks Inn and Delafield History’s  

educational and cultural opportunities we offer for all.
You may mail a check to P.O.Box 180104 Delafield WI 53018 or donate through our 

website https://hawksinn.org/become-a-friend-donate/

Contact us about any event
262-646-4794    hawksinn1846@gmail.com
https://hawksinn.org/upcoming-events/

The tree is up
Eggs are gathered
Herbs are drying
The wood bin is filled
Sweet music fills the front parlor and dining room
Hot drop donuts are frying on the wood stove
Bread is baking in the coals
Stew is bubbling over the fire …
Christmas is nigh!

Winter Sunday Seminars
Hawks Inn & Delafield History Center

3:00 pm to 5:00 pm
$10 admission at the door
Light refreshments served

January 7, 2024 
Art dealers discuss current exhibit:  
19th and 20th Century American Art
February 4, 2024 
All About Cheese!
March 3, 2024 
Seedy Sunday: Local gardeners sharing their 
knowledge

Christmas 
at the Inn
December 2 

2023 
1:00 pm  

to 
4:00 pm 

Now in the 
Delafield 
History 
Center 
through 
February 3rd.
Wednesdays 
from 9 to 
noon and 
Saturdays 
from 1 - 4 pm. 
Special 
Showings and Small Groups by appointment. Call 
262-646-4794.

Hawks Inn Historical Society sponsors a Little 
Free Library located in front of the History Center. 
It is a popular stop for many walkers and bikers and 
many books are exchanged.

We are always in need of gently used books, 
especially children’s books for both ours and the 
Fireman’s Park library. Feel free to drop them off.

19th & 20th Century Art Exhibit and Sale 
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