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New exhibit features Ingrain carpets

Ingrain carpet is a flat woven reversible carpet made with sturdy wool 
yarn  that  is  dyed  before  weaving.  The  wool  was  then  woven  on  a 
Jacquard loom accommodating up to six colored weft threads.They were 

woven in narrow widths (ranging from 9” to 36” wide) which could then be 
tacked down side by side or sewn together to form larger pieces for rooms 
or area rugs.

As  this  form of  carpeting  has  no pile  and both faces  are  useable,  it 
allowed the owner to reverse the carpet if soiled or worn. Ingrain carpets 
were popular in middle-class homes in 18th and 19th century America; in 
many middle class homes of the 1800s at least one room had Ingrain carpet.

Adapted from the initial production that began in Kidderminster, 
England, Ingrain carpets remained popular until pile carpets became more 
available and affordable in the later nineteenth century. 

In 1804, when Joseph-Marie Jacquard, a French weaver and merchant, 
patented his invention,, he revolutionized how patterned cloth could be 
woven. His Jacquard machine, which built on earlier developments by 
inventor Jacques de Vaucanson, made it possible for complex and detailed 
patterns to be manufactured by unskilled workers in a fraction of the time it 
took a master weaver and his assistant working manually.

The spread of Jacquard's invention caused the cost of fashionable, highly 
sought-after patterned cloth to plummet. It could now be mass produced, 
becoming affordable to a wide market of consumers, not only the wealthiest 
in society.

The Jacquard loom is often considered a predecessor to modern 
computing because its interchangeable punch cards inspired the design of 
early computers.

Pieces sewn together

April 27 to September 7 
Chinese Brush Painting and 

Landscapes in Oil 
Charlotte Fung Miller and her children, 
Matt Miller and Kimbirdlee Fadner are 
having a Family Art Fair, Art Show and 
Sale in the History Center at the usual 
times: Wednesdays from 9 to 12 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 1 to 4 pm. An opening 
reception will be on  May 11 and a special 
reception on July 6 during the Saturday hours. For more information and to 
see an online gallery of her art: https://cfungmiller.com

Reverse side

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Joseph-Marie-Jacquard
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Jacques-de-Vaucanson
https://cfungmiller.com


Become a Friend & Donate
Your donation will help preserve the Hawks Inn and Delafield History’s  

educational and cultural opportunities we offer for all.
You may mail a check to P.O.Box 180104 Delafield WI 53018 or donate through our 

website https://hawksinn.org/become-a-friend-donate/

The James Babcock Library

Located in the lower level of the History Center, the 
James Babcock Library is a treasure trove of reference books 
for the antique collector, Civil War and Wisconsin history buff. 
Hawks Inn’s late curator, Jim Babcock, collected a variety of 
books over the years to use in research for his antique business 
in Madison and for his personal edification. 

We are very fortunate at the History Center to have Jean 
Yeomans, a retired professional librarian, as the volunteer 
administrator of our library. Over the past three years, she has 
cataloged over 1800 books. Ms Yeomans also maintains the 

Little Free Library in front of the History Center. It is a 
popular stop for walkers and bikers and many books are 
exchanged. We are always in need of gently used books, 
especially children’s books. Feel free to drop off your donations 
whenever we are open.

Visitors  are welcome to browse the collection and use the 
materials for research (on site only) whenever the History 
Center is open: Wednesdays 9-12 am and Saturdays 1 to 4 pm. 

Please stop in and look at our little gem of a library. and 
while there, see our growing map gallery, also on that level. 

Coming Events 
Annual Meeting Friday, April 26 - 6 pm.......................
Includes the soft opening of the new Art Exhibit

Rhubarb Fest Saturday, June 1 - 3 pm..........................
sponsored by

Antiques, etc  Yard Sale Saturday, August 3- 10 am..........

Ice Cream Social Saturday August 3 -3 pm........................
Ice cream from Wholly Cow and Brewhaus. root beer

Nelson C. Hawks School Library - 1855 
In Nelson C. Hawks letters to his sister Fannie, he 

recalls: “The Parish School on the hill demands some 
attention for it was there I got the best of my schooling. 
I was 14 and you were 10. 

I will speak of the library first - I went to the Mission 
(Nashotah) and brought the first books down in my little 
wagon. Kreuts made a cupboard for them and I was 
Librarian. I will mention some of the old books which 
you will no doubt recall.

Swiss Family Robinson Hans Anderson Tales
Tanglewood Tales The Magic Ring
The Distant Hills The Cherry Stones
The Shadow of the Cross The Little Savage

Elizabeth - The Exile of Siberia

Uncle Tom’s Cabin was first issued in book form in 1851 
but we read it as a serial in The National Era before that.” 

Most of the books listed did not retain  popularity 
into the 20th century, but a few of the stories were made 
into movies. A two volume set of The Little Savage is 
currently offered at a rare books site for $9,800. The 
National Era was an abolitionist weekly that published 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin in 41 installments beginning in June,1851.

https://hawksinn.org/become-a-friend-donate/

